
 

 
REPORT OF COUNCIL 2013/14 
 
 

The 175th Session of the LMI saw Professor Linda de Cossart CBE inaugurated as President. She 
arranged an excellent programme which included an Inaugural address reflecting on her time as a 
female surgeon; the harrowing Henry Cohen lecture on the history of abortion, given by James Drife; 
and Dr Iona Heath’s inspiring lecture on professional vocation and keeping humanity at the centre of 
caring for patients. If you were unable to attend recordings of some of the 2013 lectures are available 
for members to view on the LMI website at http://www.lmi.org.uk/public-webcast.aspx. Professor de 
Cossart also ran several very successful courses on reflective practice at the LMI. 
 
The Membership Committee has reviewed ways to improve membership services and become more 
appealing to new members. A new lecture programme aimed at trainees and medical students began 
this year, allowing new members to sign up and join on the night. The committee will now reflect on 
this and plan another series of lectures to begin in the autumn. It is hoped that we will recruit 
representatives at each of the Hospital Trusts to engage better with junior doctors and promote these 
evenings. The LMI has also initiated a regular joint meeting with the junior doctor group of Alma Mata; 
members may have noticed this year’s meeting with Dr Rony Brauman, Executive Director of HCRI 
Manchester. 
 
Next year’s programme will be arranged by Mr Max McCormick, and we welcome him as the next 
President of the Institution from 2014 to 2015. A Liverpool Graduate and previous president of the 
Liverpool Medical Students Society, he will be known to many of you and has been a supporter of the 
Institution since arriving in Liverpool from Belfast 46 years ago. Mr Graham Lamont has been 
nominated for President for the 177th Session and Professor Jha has been nominated for the role of 
LMI Vice-President. Andrew Larner is to be elected to the position of Hon Librarian at next AGM. He 
will replace Dr Sally Sheard who has served the Institution a Hon Librarian faithfully for the last seven 
years, a service for which we are very grateful. 
 
Renovation and modernisation of the LMI continues. New display cabinets have been installed in the 
Orthopaedic Library with the aid of external funding, the Main Hall stairway has been re-carpeted and 
work has begun on repairs to the LMI roof, in preparation for the refurbishment of the ground floor 
back corridor, which will include much needed improvement of the toilet facilities. This work is seen as 
essential not only to the comfort of members but also to growing the commercial / conference 
business of the LMI. 
 
The Royal College of Physicians London has agreed a long-term loan of a portrait of Sir Ian Gilmore to 
the LMI: the portrait arrived in December as hangs in the Reception area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lmi.org.uk/public-webcast.aspx


The Everyman Theatre reopened on March 1st 2014 with a lighting up show, including projection onto 
the front of the LMI and fireworks.  
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I think that all those who have seen inside the new building will agree that they have produced an 
excellent facility that looks set to continue the long tradition of high quality performing arts in the city. 
Following completion of the construction, the portion of the LMI car park that was reserved for use by 
building contractors has now been returned. Work on the renovation of the back corridor and toilets, 
which could not be completed due to access issues during the Everyman development will now 
proceed without delay. 
 
The next stage of redevelopment, for which proposals have already been received from architects, 
involves the ground floor of the 1960’s building. The brief is to maximise the space and flexibility the 
LMI can provide for conferences, exhibitions and meetings whilst providing a more welcoming 
entrance befitting the age and heritage of the building. Once more formal plans have been shortlisted 
these concepts will be circulated to members. Lastly, the Gallery and Oak Room are to be redecorated 
(look out for the peek into the mid eighteenth-century stencilling that lies beneath the paintwork) and 
the car park resurfaced.  
 
This year the Library Committee are organising a World War 1 Commemoration in October 2014, in 
conjunction with 208 Field Hospital: ‘Then and Now’ will show the difference between modern and 
WW1 field hospitals. Attendees can learn about the war effort of LMI members, including Noel 
Chavasse, and there will be a series of related short talks. 
 
The trainee programme, a short lecture programme, with speakers on a range of subjects of interest to 
medical students and doctors in training, has begun its first year, consisting of six evening meetings 
every month during the academic year. The trainee meetings have been receiving a modest but steady 
following, and applications for student and trainee membership are beginning to increase as a result. 
 



The Sixth Form Conference took place in December, sending a new generation of potential medics out 
on their way to medical school. Thanks to the Royal Liverpool and Broadgreen Hospital and the North 
West Ambulance Service for their help with the practical sessions.  
 
The Board of Trustees wish to thank all those who help the LMI run on a day to day basis. In particular 
this year we would like to thank Mrs Claudia Harding-Mackean and Mr Terry Wardle for their efforts 
with the Sixth Form Conference; Dr Tony Ellis for his work as Honorary Treasurer; Dr Sally Sheard and 
Dr Andrew Larner for their work as Honorary Librarians and  our regular caterers, ‘Real Food’ for their 
outstanding offerings. 
 
The staff of the Institution, who work tirelessly behind the scenes ensuring meetings, lectures and 
conferences run smoothly, are also much appreciated; the Finance Officer, Jim, the administration 
team Audrey, Sharon and Lynne for their work with the membership and conferences; Adrienne, Sue 
and the many library volunteers; Joyce who manages the bar and Tom who looks after the evening 
meetings. All those who enjoy the facilities of the LMI will know how hard Sam Pickup has worked this 
year and we are all very grateful for her efforts which keep the Institution on an even keel. Last but not 
least, the support of members in these challenging economic times is appreciated now more than ever, 
and we love to see members using and enjoying the building. 
 
 

A.McCormick 
Hon Secretary 

   
 


