
THOMAS WILFRED STEWART 

Consultant Dermatologist.  Born 26th May 1931.  Qualified MB ChB Manchester 1955.  Died 
21st August 2018 
 

 

Thomas Wilfred Stewart (Tom) died suddenly on 21st August 

2018, aged 87, in the Fairmont Chateau, Lake Louise, Canada 

whilst on holiday with his daughters, Clare and Yvonne.  He will 

be remembered fondly by patients, colleagues and past 

registrars who all benefitted from his advice and extensive 

knowledge. 

 

He was born in Nell Lane Hospital, Manchester on 26th May 

1931 and attended Cavendish Road Primary School from 3-

11yrs.  During the War he was evacuated to Elton, Derbyshire 

aged 8 years and, on his return Cavendish Road School had been turned into a mortuary.  

However his education continued on the top floor while the young students were made 

keenly aware that there were dead bodies just below and there must be no noise to disturb 

them!  He passed scholarship examinations for both Manchester Central High School and 

Manchester Grammar, gaining a bursary to Manchester Central High where he obtained his 

Higher School Certificate in 1949.  He had accepted a place to study Medicine at Edinburgh 

until the Dean of Manchester University phoned to offer him a place at Manchester University 

Medical School where he qualified in1955. 

 

He became a House Officer at Hope Hospital in Salford.  On his first day he met his future 

wife, Beryl, who was the nurse in charge of his ward.  In 1956 he was called up for National 

Service to RAMC College Millbank and flew via Cyprus, Ankara and Karachi to the British 

Military Hospital in Singapore.  After a short spell at 39 Field Ambulance, Kuala Lumpur as 

Relief Medical Officer he joined the First Rifle Brigade for six months before travelling to MRS 

Sungei Patani which was within the Depot of the Brigade of Gurkhas where he was the 

Commanding Officer of his unit.  Finally he joined the Royal Armoured Service Corps, 

volunteering for a posting to Nepal for three months where he acted as Medical Officer on a 

selection team which recruited Gurkhas. 

  



After returning to Hope Hospital as Medical Registrar he began his career in Dermatology at 

St John’s Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, London in 1960, the year of his marriage to Beryl.  

He was then appointed Registrar at Sheffield Royal Infirmary followed by Tutor to the 

University of Leeds and Honorary Senior Registrar at Leeds General Infirmary.  In 1966 he was 

appointed Senior Lecturer in Dermatopathology at Liverpool University and Consultant 

Dermatologist at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, which later became the Royal Liverpool 

University Hospital, and Southport & Ormskirk Hospitals.  He retired from the RLUH in 1991. 

 

Tom’s knowledge of clinical Dermatology and Dermatopathology was prodigious and his 

opinion was often sought both locally and nationally.  He was a longstanding Member of The 

Liverpool Medical Institution, and in 1986 he served as President of the North of England 

Dermatological Society.  Towards the end of his career he compiled a short history of 

Dermatology in Liverpool.  His warm, outgoing manner, invariable good humour and kindly 

disposition made him popular with patients and staff alike and he was always generous in his 

praise and support of colleagues.  

 

He was very well read and his wide experience of travel, his natural curiosity and 

extraordinarily retentive memory made him an entertaining raconteur and excellent 

company.  He appreciated fine wines and made several excursions with the Charles Hastings 

Club which he greatly enjoyed. 

 

But Tom’s greatest source of pride and contentment was always the family whom he adored.  

Sadly his beloved Beryl predeceased him soon after they moved from Southport to Hampshire 

to be closer to their children.  He leaves behind his grieving family: Clare, Yvonne, Neil and 

Ian, their spouses and his grandchildren. 
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