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This year’s president for the 176th session of the Liverpool Medical Institution was Mr Max 
McCormick. He presented a very varied and interesting programme that included medical military 
history, marking the centenary of World War I; Whistle Blowing in the NHS; personal insights into 
the Cleveland Scandal from Dr Wyatt and a thought-provoking lecture by Professor Vyvyan 
Howard. 
 
If you were unable to attend, recordings of some of this session’s lectures are available for 
members to view on the LMI website at http://goo.gl/d9tCVn. 
 
Events 
 
The undoubted highlight of the year was the military medicine exhibition organised by the 
library, comparing 1914 and 2014 field medicine, which was a great success. The exhibition took 
place from the 2nd to 4th October 2014, in partnership with 208 Liverpool Field Hospital and in 
association with Liverpool Medical History Society. It is estimated that LMI received 800 visitors 
over the duration of the event. 208 Field Hospital organised 8 lectures, which were all very well 
received.  
 
Displays included Captain Noel Chavasse’s sword and the last letter he is known to have written, 
military uniforms and a recreated trench in the LMI car park. Adrienne, the LMI Librarian, was 
successful in obtaining an Heritage Lottery Fund grant which enabled her to employ a co-
ordinator, train 18 volunteer guides and video the lectures. VIP guests included the Lord 
Lieutenant and the High Sheriff of Merseyside. The event received excellent feedback via email 
and the visitors’ book and had strengthened links with 208 Field Hospital who were very keen to 
work with LMI again. Members can see the photographs of the event and hear recordings of the 
talks on the LMI’s website.  
 
LMI was also part of the Alder Hey Centenary Exhibition celebrating 100 years of Alder Hey. Alder 
Hey are very interested in working with LMI on future projects and events. LMI also opened for 
Liverpool Light Night on the 15th May 2015, to celebrate Liverpool’s medical heritage and invite 
members of the public to take a fascinating tour through 250 years of medicine. Light Night is an 
annual cultural event where arts places of interest open their doors until late. The LMI received 
an estimated 250 visitors over the 3 hour duration. 
 
The admin team have been working with Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital to share resources 
for improving pathways into medicine for students considering applying to study medicine, and 
widening the appeal of the ‘Year 12 Conference’. The variety of external conferences hosted 
during the year include the annual LSTM Neurological Infectious Diseases conference, the Norman 
Gibbon Urology Meeting, popular five-day ECG training courses and regular Essential Stroke and 
Neuro MRI courses, RSM’s North West meeting, the bi-annual Final FRCA exam prep course, 
student case presentations, Liverpool Biennial Artists’ Talks and many more. LMI has even played 
host to several paranormal investigation teams who explored the building for signs of ghostly 
activity. 
 
Membership 
 
The LMI have negotiated with Liverpool University Libraries an improvement to membership 
benefits whereby walk in access to their library facilities will be granted on presentation of an 
LMI Membership Card, which members will have received in their Christmas mailing. The LMI has 
also extended its links with the Liverpool Philharmonic with access to exclusive behind-the-scenes 
events for members. 
 
The Strategic Management Council has discussed proposals to share the wealth of clinical 
experience and knowledge among the LMI’s membership by setting up a mentoring programme 
directed at Year 4 and 5 medical students in the University of Liverpool. Students would derive 



significant benefits from forming relationships with experienced clinicians. Anyone interested in 
taking part or wanting more information on this scheme or should make themselves known to the 
admin team. 
 
People 
 
The Strategic Management Council wish to thank all those who help the LMI run on a day-to-day 
basis. In particular this year we would like to thank Mrs Claudia Harding-Mackean and Mr Terry 
Wardle for their efforts with the Sixth Form Conference; Dr Tony Ellis for his work as Honorary 
Treasurer; Dr Richard Evans for his role as Editor of the LMI Transactions & Report, Dr Andrew 
Larner for his work as Honorary Librarian and our regular caterers, ‘Real Food’ for their 
outstanding offerings. 
 

The staff of the Institution, who work tirelessly behind the scenes ensuring meetings, lectures and 
conferences run smoothly, are also much appreciated. Karen Alsop has joined us from Save the 
Family, and has worked wonders improving the LMI building, planning the various projects and 
since March has been keeping a firm hand on the LMI’s finances. Sadly, our stalwart Finance 
Officer, Jim Penwill, retired this year. We wish him a wonderful retirement and thank him for his 
years of support.  
 
Adrienne, Sue, Joy and the many library volunteers continue to run a most efficient library and 
have recently completed a complete reclassification of the contents. They also ran the extremely 
popular and well-publicised World War I event over several days that attracted local and national 
attention. We look forward to new interest in the LMI and collaborations as a result of this 
project. 
 
Managing the membership and conferences could not be done without the administration team 
Audrey, Lynne, Sam and Sharon. Joyce, who manages the bar, wishes to retire at the end of the 
2015 session. She has worked at the LMI for over 20 years and we wish her well, and thank her for 
her years of service. We also thank Tom, who looks after the evening meetings. 
 
Last but not least, the support of members in these challenging economic times is appreciated 
now more than ever, and we love to see members using and enjoying the building. 
 
The Building 
 
Plans to modernize and develop the building have continued this year, and it is an exciting time 
in the development of the LMI. The Gallery, Oak Study and Dining Room have been redecorated in 
tasteful heritage red and are looking fantastic. The stonework on the Ionic colonnade at the front 
of the building has been cleaned and retouched. The Wi-Fi system has been upgraded to provide a 
better service; members and visitors now need only register once and the system will remember 
them next time. 
 
The antique grandfather clock fondly known as the ‘Old Doctor’ was featured on the second of 
two BBC Antiques Roadshow episodes filmed out of Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. A link to 
the programme can be found on the LMI website for those who missed it! 
 
An eight-week programme to renovate and improve the Back Corridor outside the Lecture 
Theatre, and overhaul the windows in the Council Room and Library has begun over the summer. 
The new layout will provide a new accessible facility, ladies facilities on the ground floor and a 
larger facility for men. We expect this to dramatically improve the appearance and functionality 
of this area for members and visitors to the building. We have made a conscious effort to choose 
fittings and décor commensurate with the period in which the building was built, and we are 
looking forward to seeing the finished result.  
 
 
 
 
 



The Year Ahead 
 
The incoming President for the 177th Session (2015-2016) is Mr Graham Lamont, and we look 
forward to his programme of events, meanwhile Mr Derek Machin has been nominated for 
President of the 178th Session. 
 
Following the modest success of the initial Trainee Programme, a new LMI Junior Doctors 
Committee has been set up to to facilitate long term input from the trainees and students 
themselves and provide a regular programme of meetings and events to interest and support 
junior doctors and medical students. Representatives from each of the Hospital Trusts have 
agreed to sit on the committee to suggest ideas for appropriate and interesting topics and 
speakers. They will then bring the message back to their own hospitals and grand rounds, to help 
LMI engage better with junior doctors and promote these evenings. The programme will begin in 
August, with an evening for the new F1 doctors about to begin their first pre-registration year. 
 
The next stage of material redevelopment, for which proposals have already been received from 
architects, involves the ground floor of the 1960’s extension of the LMI (the reception area and 
‘Reading Room’). The brief is to maximise the space and flexibility the LMI can provide for 
exhibitions and events, whilst providing a more welcoming entrance befitting the age and 
heritage of the building. Once more formal plans have been shortlisted these concepts will be 
circulated to members. We hope members can join us in looking forward to an exciting future. 
 

Mr Austin McCormick 
Honorary Secretary 

 
 
 

 
 
 


